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Garden Gate Employee Honored for More Than 25 Years of Service

The McGuire Group’s Garden Gate Health Care Facility in Cheektowaga is pleased to announce that Sandy Markel has been with the company for more than 25 years.

Mrs. Markel has held numerous positions within the company since she began in 1984.  She served as a certified nursing assistant and an LPN at Autumn View in Hamburg, as unit coordinator at Harris Hill in Williamsville, and as a minimal data set (MDS) coordinator, covering all five of the company’s Western New York facilities.  She is currently an RN associate director of nursing services for resident care at Garden Gate.  
A graduate of Frontier High School, Mrs. Markel earned her LPN license at BOCES and an RN degree at Trocaire College.  She, her husband Charlie and their daughter Amanda, a senior at Medaille College, live in Cheektowaga.  Mrs. Markel is the CEO of Ryan’s Hope Foundation, which she founded after the drowning death of the couple’s son Ryan in 2002.  The family also established the Ryan Markel Memorial Scholarship Program at Depew High School.  Mrs. Markel also teaches CPR and training for adults, children and infants and developed the program Because Our Children Matter.

Garden Gate Health Care Facility provides 24-hour skilled nursing care, post-hospital and 
outpatient rehabilitation and respite/short-term care. It received five stars out of five from the 

federal government, which rated all nursing homes in the country in 2011.  For more 
information, visit www.mcguiregroup.com.
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